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Bathroom Prayers

Aenne Dirks

You tend to pray in the

bathroom. That’s where it feels

right, you tell me.

Wet hair cooling your shoulders, toothbrush in your right hand.
Clean body, clean mind. But you still feel the dirt beneath your
fingers. You wonder if there is a hell after this.

And you, in all your blindness, have long since found it.

The curse of looking at your existence and being so disgusted
by it that only God’s salvation could ever purify you

this deep-seated belief that you are sinful, that you are in the sin
itself. That is your hell.
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